Antibiotic irrigations. A plea for controlled clinical trials.
Although the medical literature describes the perioperative use of antibiotic irrigations in abdominal, pelvic, orthopedic and vascular surgery, the lack of well-designed and executed, controlled clinical studies often precludes a definitive assessment of the value of this technique. Future randomized, double-blind, controlled clinical trials are required to establish its merit. In this age of cost consciousness, lavages with antibiotic solutions cannot at present be regarded as conventional medical therapy.